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SHLECTMEN'S REPORT. 


TAXES ASSESSED IN APRIL, 1877. 


Total amount assessed and committed 
to Collector, including State, 
County, ‘Town, School and non- 
resident highway tax, $4,736 6 
( 


6 
Dog tax, 109 00 


Total amount collected, abatements in- 
cluded, $3,928 OT 
Amount not collected, 917 59 


$4,845 66 


$4845 66 


RECEIPTS BY THE SELECTMEN. 


Received of City of Nashua for light- 


ing T. F. bridge, $48 55 
State Treasurer, Railroad 
tax, 222 08 
State Treasurer, Insurance 
tax, 4 50 
State Treasurer, Savings 
Bank tax, 953 42 
State Treasurer, Literary 
fund, 87 29 
James Carnes, oil sold, 2 50 
for old bridge plank, 30 05 


$1,848 39 


4 
TOWN EXPENSES. 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid Reuben P. Smith, labor on bigh- 


way near Thompson Spear’s, B17 25 
Johu Kelley, labor on highway, 7 50 
Wim. H. Allen, labor on highway 

near John Sanford’s, 10 00 
J. F. Twiss, labor on highway in 

1876, , L 75 
L. A. Leazott, stove for two cul- 

verts near Kimball Webster’s, 17 80 
James Ryan, labor on culverts, 6 25 
Charies O’Neil, labor on culverts, 9 00 
John Tay, labor on culverts, 9 60 
Hiram Cummings, shingling T. F. 

bridge, 38 38 

Telendy Bros., shingles and plank 

for T. F. bridge, 327 61 
Wm. P. Annis, drawing stone for 

culverts, 9 00 
G. A. Morse, labor on highway, 2 04 
Henry F. Smith, labor on ‘high- 

way, 4 00 
G. W. Trow, labor on highway 

and cash paid Wm. P. Hill for | 

Jand to straighten highway, 3 50 
Samuel Morrison, labor on high-- 

way, 16 87 
James Carnes, lanterns for T. F. | 

bridge, 15 50 
Wm. H. Allen, labor.on highway _ 

near Samuel Simpson’s, 10 50 
Alphonzo Robinson, labor on high- | 

way, 9 50 


_ Henry Butler. labor on highway, 5 00 


D 


Paid Willis P. Cummings, planking T. 


F. bridge, $22 50 
Newton Colburn, labor on high- 

way, 4 25 
W. F. Winn, repairing culvert, 8 00 
Cross & Tolles, plank for bridges, 18 37 


~ ° * . 
Barr & Co., oil and lanterns for 


T. F. bridge, 32 60 
Robert Groves, drawing plank 

and repairing bridges, 13 70 
David Benard, labor and stringers 

for bridge, 1 65 
F. D. Cuok, plank to repair T. F. 
. bridge, 2 80 
James Carnes, for lighting T. F. 

_ bridge to Mar. 1, 1878, 40 00 
for wicking, 78 
N. P. Webster, spikes and nails 

for T. F. bridge, 9 03 
Johu Gillis, snowing T. F. bridge, 12 00 
John Gillis repairing, 13 50 
Thomas Hill, non-resident high- 

way tax worked out, 66 49 
J. EK. Armstrong, public watering 

trough 1876, 3 00 
J. E. Armstrong, public watering 

trough 1877, 3 00 
J. K. Wheeler, public watering | 

trough, 1877, 3 00 
C. W. Spalding, public watering 

trough, 1877, 3 00 
David Clement, public watering 

trough, 1877, : 3 V0 


Charles Steele, labor on highway, 19 
Lucian M. Tolles, labor on high- 
way near J. Ryan’s, 9 49 
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Paid Alvah Walker & Co 


for T, aie bridge, BLO dd i 
C. W. Spalding, stone for culyerts, 4556 O0porwol 
D.O. Smith, labor on highway WBY 


saad 5. M. Blanchard’s, Wiiteti ate n90 3 OV 


te BP. Greeley, non- resident, iP eshicts. aeot, 
way tax worked, , out, 1876, pur lw 3a49 & a18f 

Melendy. Bros., plank, | orf 99.1 

G. W. aise cash paid for, Jabor aorta 


on highway, Loyipore nurdse9. ben 
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‘Paid J. M. Thompson, cash paid for. - 
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“aroyayv SHLLEG EE aah Me hye ae ee 
bridge one year, DL, 00 cog 
4 4 ly (2 Ff ; 
Caleb Richardson, insuring town ; 
JLEG 
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GU ? iiey 
1878. | “BO 00° : 
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Paid M. V. B. Gieene, printing town 1; 

reports, 1876-7, “$34 564 

M. V. B. Greene, surveyors,’ Gals Xe 
lectors’ books, and treasury 
orders, eae “ 5 

Abijah Hill, land for new highway, 52 Ohi 

Thomas Hill, paying’ state and 
county tax and printing tax 


CEs. 8 60 
MEST: ee oreres 
in 1876, . ’ 18,22 
Horace ‘Miderson, rhasisee fo cabassit la 
riage gn highway, 15. 00° 
M. V. B. Greene, pnt check | c BelHO 
lists, 2878,. itr sre i 
b, John Sanford, land ne new Pipl 
way, 40 00 
Fizekiel Tandy, land for on 
ae 5 00 
John Kelley building . new: highso1et 4a 
way, f: 3 Aiea atch 
Geo. WaiTrow, bounty on foxes: 
and Sobem . (519313 . TO! 


Ol. Gu “ } en 9301 21 
i Oi i 

¥ TOWN. OFFICERS, 1876: : | 
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Paid James itary, ons n clerk, $15, 00 » 
ay wifes fo treasurer, 20 00 


6“ s school committee, 5 00 


§ 


Paid D. O. Smith, school committee, $45 00 
Thomas Hill, collector, 50 00 
Geo. W. Trow, assessor and se- ! 

lectman, 45 00 
Charles Steele, assessor and se- 

lectman, 65 00 
J. M. Thompson, assessor and se- 

Jectman, 100 00 


NOTES AND INTEREST PAID. 


Paid John Webster, 25°16 
Louisa A. Smithin full, 297 42 
C. H. Newcomb, one note in full, 440 638 

SCHOOL MONEY. 

Paid Alden H. Barron, Dist. No. 1, $143 27 
Philip Cannell, 6 ey eee 
Samuel Morrison, “ ‘“ 38, 149 00 
Samuel A. Steele, ‘ “ 4, 9443 °27 
H. G. Lewis, 66 Ore ey ee 
Clifton M. Hills, 66 OO Os ee 
Israel W. Young,’ ‘*  “ 935750 
T. D. Melvin, 66 OO SS eee 
Ben}. ‘Hi: Kidder, ~~‘  S |G Ssasireean 
Norris Smith, A 


STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


Paid state tax, 
county tax, 


$1,384 00 
788 78 


$345 00 


$762 61 


$1,322 56 


HGRA ES 


eee 
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EXPENSES OF POOR. 


Paid for relief of Luke Burns, $78 00 
eee) Ames Cutter, 74 74 

Tyler Thomas, boarding Jonathan 
Sprake, 36 00 
Michael O’ Neil, lodging tramps, 9 00 
G. L. Doughty, : ‘i 24 00 
G. W. Trow, + “ 17 25 
Alfred Eaton, A. 3: 6 00 
Charles Steele, 4 a 3 00 
J.M. Thompson, “ 58 9 00 
Lucius F. Robinson, “* 2, S025 

Henry Butler, boarding and nurs- 
ing Hugh Watts, 28 00 

A. J. Rockwood, coffin and robe 
for Hugh Watts, 12 00 

James McOoy, opening and filling 
grave for Hugh Watts, 2 00 

$304 24 
RECAPITULATION. 

Paid on account of highways and 
bridges, $841 82 
Breaking roads 1876-7, 34 12 
Incidental expenses, 391 21 
Expenses of poor, 304 24 
Salaries of town officers, 1876, 16 42 
fs cory: as 1877, 345 00 
School money, 1,822 56 
Notes and interest, 762 61 
State and county tax, 2,172 78 


Total amount of orders drawn for the 
year ending March 1, 1878, $6,190 76 
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LIABILITIES. 

DEMAND NOTES. 
Betsey Baldwin, $173 90 
Martha W. Marsh, 220 67 
John Webster, 526 00 
Emeline Cummings, 1,696 AT 
Amory Burnham, two notes, - 38,475 55 
Charles H. Newcomb, 1,050 00 
Total amount of notes, — 

Dog tax, 

Due School District No. 8, | Sila 
66 66 66 66 Of 57 a | 


Total liabilities, ; 
ASSETS. 


NOTES AND BILLS DUE THE TOWN. 

J.L. & C. E. Senter, note, $848 00 

Joseph Fuller, note, 145 40 
City of Nashua, lighting T. F. bridge 

to March 1, 1878, 48 45 

Due from Thomas Hill, collector, in- oa 

terest not included, 917 59 

Cash in treasury, ~ 1,482 19 


Actual debt of town, 


Decrease of debt for the year ending 
March 1, 1878, 


$7,142 29 
109 00 


68 98 


$7,320 27 


— $3,441 63 


3,878 64 


$527 50 


J. M. THOMPSON, 
CHARLES STEELE, 


GEO. W. TROW, 


Selectmen of Hudson. 


——— 


MARCH 1, 1878. 


To cash in the treasury Mar. 1, 1877, 
Received of S. D. Greeley, balance of 


taxes on list for 1876, $812 13 
5. D. Greeley, interest, 32 23 
Thomas Hill, collector, 3,928 07 
“interest, 6 83 
State Treasurer, Savings 
Bank tax, 953 42 
State Treasurer, Railroad 
tax, 222 08 
State Treasurer, Literary 
Fund, : 87 29 
State Treasurer, Insur- 
ance tax, 4 50 
Selectmen for old bridge 
plank and oil, 32 90 
City of Nashua, for light- 
, ing T. F. bridge, - 48 55 


Whole amount of receipts, 


Paid 128 treasury orders for the year 
ending March 1, 1878, amount- 
ing to 


Cash in the treasury March 1, 1878, 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


$6,127 65 


$7,672 95 


$6,190 76 


$1,482 19 


JAMES EMERY, 
Treasurer for the Town of Hudson. 
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We have this day examined the foregoing accounts of 
James Emery, Town Treasurer, and find them correctly 
cast, and cach payment properly vouched. 


JOHN M. THOMPSON, 
CHARLES STEELE, 
G.cW. TROW, 

Selectmen of Hudson. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


mavy IN OF HUDSON, 


FOR THE 


Year Ending March ist, 1878. 


’ 


—>-0 79, 00 — 


FELLOW CITIZENS :— 


Agreeably with the requisition of the laws of our State, 
your committee respectfully submit the following report of 
the condition of our schools. 

A digression from our usual custom of reporting each term 
of each school separately is adopted ; 1st, Because it ‘is un- 
fashionable,—the practice having become quite obsolete. 
2nd, A report of any particular term of school—if made at 
all—should be thoroughly critical; definite and truthful,— 
three points which inefficient or unsuccessful teachers, their 
friends, and a certain portion of the public, are not invaria- 
bly well pleased. It is quite probable that very many of 
this class of teuchers have succeeded in obtaining employ 
through undeserved puffs, made by some committee who 
wished to please everybody ; and, it is moreover possible, 
that really deserving teachers may not always receive due 
credit for their labors. We trust, therefore, that the change 
will meet the approval of the public, as an experiment for 
at least one year. 


, 
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Argument is not required to convince the citizens of this 
intelligent community of the importance of education, or 
the wisdom of the law of our commonwealth which makes 
the support of our common schools an imperative duty. 

For this object we raise annually by taxation $1,235.27, 
or about $5.50 for each one of our pupils reckoued as schol- 
ars. Is it not a legitimate qnestion, and one which should 
interest every tax-paying citizen, to determine as far as 
practicable whether our children are receiving an equiva- 
lent? Are we keeping pace and in full sympathy with the. 
progress of the age? Are we persistently striving to make 
the present and the future better than the past? These 
and similar questions are eminently worthy of much serious 
consideration by all of us, individually and collectively. It 
must be apparent, as has been many times suggested in for- 
mer reports, that, to achieve satisfactory results, we need 


GOOD SCHOUL, HOUSES 


such as are calculated to promote the health and comfort of 
teachers and children. We feel pleased to record the fact 
that many districts, perhaps the majority, have houses well 
adapted to their wants, and are quite creditable as monu- 
ments of good taste and a love for literary culture. How 
long ere a similar record can be made of all? A few dol- 
lars occasionally expended in paint and whitewash, even in 
our newly constructed and better class of houses, would re- 
turn good interest by contributing much to the cheerfulness 
and buoyancy of their occupants. 

In order that our schools may correspond with the im- 
provement in other things, our school houses should be 


WELL FURNISHED. 


The progressive farmer and mechanic does not use the 
methods or implements of by-gone days ;—failure would be 
the result. That we are making some progress in this mat- 
‘ter, is evidenced by the fact that District No. 2 has, the past 
year, purchased some charts and a globe; and No. 5 
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Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. May the time be not 
far distant, when all shall be furnished with these indispen- 
sable articies and all other needful accessories. 

We are pleased to note that in several instances, attention 
has been directed to the condition and amount of blackboard 
surface. 

Would not two or three settees, particularly in some of 
our larger districts—No. 4+ for instance—add much to the 
comfort and appearance of the class during recitation, who 
are now obliged to use either the very low seats designed 
for small children, or sit upon the front desks? Would 
they not be convenient for visitors and therefore have a 
tendency to encourage visitation ? “‘A word to the wise,” etc. 

Next to tasty, well kept, well furnished school rooms, we 
need, to ensure success, | 


GOOD TEACHERS. 


Teaching is an art—a profession, and, as such, should be 
thoroughly studied by all who purpose to teach. Our State 
has established and liberally endowed an institution for this 
specific purpose, and with logical consistency, expects its 
teachers to avail themselves of its privileges as far as prac- 
ticable. The time may be not far distant, when the training 
in this or some similar institution, will be considered an im: 
perative prerequisite to employment. 

We trust that the wisdom of our legislators will soon see 
the expediency of consolidating the duties of the Superin- 

tending and Prudential Committee. Our present system 
involves an annual loss of much greater magnitude than 
many are prepared to admit. 

Private business, managed in this way, would not ordi- 
narily be successful. It is evident that the one, being fa- 
miliar with all the schools in town, could care for the inter- 
ests of the whole-more economically and discreetly, than ten 
different committees,—being better qualified,—or supposed 
to be,—to select for each, the teacher especially needed ; as 
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the secret of success not unfrequently depends upon the 
proper adaptation of teachers to their respective schools ; for, 
when failure occurs it is often manifestly attributable to the 
want of such adaptability, or the want, on the part -of the 
teacher, of the ability to transform herself into as many 
different kinds of a teacher, as there are different natures 
and characters to instruct. Much credit, however, is due 
the Prudential Committee of the past year, who have gen- 
erally exhibited a commendable amount of cautious solici- 
tude in the discharge of their peculiar duties. 

That we have been quite too easy and indulgent in our 
system of school discipline, in past time, ix. we think, clear- 
ly demonstrated by the fact that very many have succeeded 
in getting employ here, who would recoil at the thought 
of ever making an application for a school in some of our 
surrounding towns ;—and, the inevitable result has been a 
perceptible and humiliating depression of the standard of 
critical education. | 

With such convictions, your committee, in the issuing of 
certificates, have endeavered to be faithful to the cause, to 
the public and the deachers ; exacting as little of them as a 
reasonable consideration of circumstances,would permit. 
We may have erred ;—but, upon mature deliberation and 
inspection of the kind and amount of work accomplished in 
the school room, we fear the error, if any, may possibly 
consist, in one or two instances at least, in the exercise of 
too much clemency. We unhesitatingly affirm that no 
person should presume or be permitted to teach our public 


- schools, who is not thoroughly conversant with all the rudi- 


mentary principles of the branches which the law requires 
or gives permission to be taught, and be able under all or- 
dinary circumstances to communicate such knowledge in- 
telligibly, attractively and with a good degree of unhesitat- 
ing preision. Are the sentiments of our fellow citizens in 
full harmony with this position? If not, let there be no 
hesitancy or vacillation in its public manifestation. 
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The object of education is the culture of all the suscepti- 
bilities of the intellectual nature; and hence the instruc- 
tion of the primary school should touch every cord of men- 
tal life at every point. 

The teacher should know something of the laws of men- 
tal action, and be able to give oral instruction in the gen- 
eral circle of knowledge. ‘The common phenomena of na- 
ture and the scientific principles eutering into the detail of 
ordinary life should, as far as practicable, be explained in 
the common school. 

Children, instead of being kept upon particular rules, ab- 
stractedly memorizing the phraseology of some particular 
text-book, should be made familiar with universal laws, be 
taught the correct use of language, and hence become felic- 
itous in the accurate expression of thought. 

Instruction of this kind can be expected only from trained 
teachers, or those who have made the art of teaching a study ; 
hence, the aforesaid qualifications are not easily over-esti- 
mated in value, for, with rare exceptions, ‘as is the teacher 
so is the school.” With active, energetic, well qualified 
teachers, we may reasonably expect model schools ;—with- 
out such, no efforts of committees or any other power can 
make them a success. ‘The past year, our schools have cer- 
tainly had their usual prosperity ;~-some have been of a 
high order ; in none has there been a failure. Our teachers 
have not been wanting in devotion to the work ;—progress 
has been made, and the aggregate results have been, at 
least in some respects, more than usually satisfactory. 
Teachers have been disposed to systemize their work, and 
good order bas prevailed, with one or two exceptions. 

It is a matter of poignant regret that there should be even 
one young man or young lady in any of our schools, so 
reckless or dull of apprehension, as not to be disposed to 
completely subject.themselves to such wholesome discipline 
as is needed to ensure success. 

The compensation of teachers should be commensurate 
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with the kind and amount of work accomplished—their eX- 
perience and qualifications, aud be regulated in a measure 
as the prices of other things—by the supply and demand. 

It is generally conceded that there are seasons when a 
school may need a teacher of higher attainments, and who 
can and should command more than an average recompense. 

It is a query, however, worthy, of much thought on the 
part of the public and committees, to determine concerning 
the expediency of the practice of employing young, inexpe- 
rienced, and perhaps rather poorly qualified teachers in our 
small or more backward schools. Does it not require much 
patience, much skill in teaching, much vivacity, much per- 
severance to instruct and profitably direct the dull, sluggish 
mind which has but little innate or acquired love for study ? 

Our schools present quite a discrepancy in the number of 
pupils—the extremes being 8 and 34. Does it not require 
a peculiar aptifude, and all the finer qualities of a successful 
teacher, to beget and sustain a healthful emulation and live- 
ly interest in the smaller one ? 

We think that it is here more than elsewhere, that an un- 
skilled instructor should not be tolerated. There is no grace 
however winning, no virtue however ennobling, no knowl- 
edge however profound, which may not find full scope for 
its highest exercise even in the infant school. 

In no department of instruction are the qualities of pa- 
tience, quick discernment, fertility of resource, untiring in-- 
dustry miugled with sympathetic instincts, a mature under- 
standing and a thorough knowledge of human nature more 
needed than in dealing with small or backward children ; 
for here it is that the waters at the fountain are sweetened 
or embittered, and that which would pollute the spring, 
might not seriously affect the flowing river. 

Although teachers and committees have their specific du- 
ties, success is very largely dependent upon the education- 
al sentiment of the whole community. With perhaps ex- 
ceptional instances, the general character of our schools 
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will be on the plane of this sentiment, seldom rising higher 
or sinking lower. Hence, we should obtain intelligent 
views on the subject, and be prepared to perform our respec- 
tive dutics with cheerfulness and persevering resolution. 
if the parents and citizens gencrally would make frequent 
visits during each term, see for themselves what is being 
done, make inquiries concerning the habits of their own 
children and give them suitable advice at home, give the 
teacher the hearty grasp of the hand and speak a word of 
encouragement to her and the children, instead of casting 
frowns and uttering murmurings, as is too often the case, 
we should soon see our schools rapidly rising in the scale of 
progress and excellence. 

The advancement made the current year, and the gen- 
eral condition of our schools asa body is, we repeat, more 


encouraging than in some past seasons. We have endeay- 


ored to have more time and attention given to Reading, 
Spelling and 
WRITING. 


It is said that New Englanders have become proverbial 


for bad penmanship; and that, in this art, we are far be- 


hind many of the semi-civilized nations of the world. The 
increased and increasing number of studies in our public 
schools is, perhaps, one of the leading causes of the neg- 
lect of this branch. “But we should realize that good pen- 
manship is a very desirable accomplishment and its value 
in business life is constantly recognized. ; 

The practice of the art being much neglected in our 
schools, we considered it expedient to enjoin it upon all of 
suitable age, as a daily exercise. The result has been high- 
ly satisfactory. Has there been a similar neglect and back- 
ward tendency in the art of | 


SPELLING 


since the days of the old-fashioned spelling schools? As 
many of the more advanced classes have made but little 
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progress in the spetler—porsibly ten or twelve pages during 
the term, the same being repeated each consecutive term, 
it would seem that the question may be answered in the 
affirmative. Hence teachers have been required to devote 
more time and attention to the spelling exercises and the 
general principles of Orthography ;—the practice of memo- 
rizing the arbitrary definitions or synonyms of the speller 
having been generally superseded. 

It is a matter of regret that so many of our teachers fail 
to interest their pupils in the principles of 


READING. 


This frailty must apparently continue until the teachers 
vive more time, study. and patient practice to the matter 
under a competent instructor; for our high schools and 
seminaries, where our teachers are supposed to qualify them- 
selves, are evidently neglectful of this particular branch ; 
instances being much too frequent of teachers being quite 
unable to give examples of even the rising and falling in- 
flection with any degree of accuracy., But few persons can 
teach successfully what they have not been taught. Never- 
theless, we are happy to report some improvement upon the 
past. Pupils have been required to read more frequently 
and study each lesson more thoroughly. In more than one 
instance it has seemed proper to make it the principal exer- 
cise,—for it is obvious that no person can pursue other 
branches profitably until they can first read understandingly. 

With one or two exceptions, our teachers have succeeded 
admirably in 


GEOGRAPHY, 


The number pursuing this branch has been above the 
average. The progress achieved and interest manifested by 
the several classes is highly commendable. A similarly fa- 
vorable report can be made of 
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IkNGLISH GRAMMAR, 


This important branch is being more largely represented, 
more successfully taught, and hence more interesting and 
better appreciated by those who pursue it. May the time 
soon be when no one shall leave our schools without a 
knowledge of the more practical teachings of this science. 

The usual number have attended to mental and written 


ARITHMETIC, 


and with perhaps more than ordinary success. Greenleaf’s 
Common School Arithmetic has been used by us more than 
a quarter of a century, and has, perhaps, met the demand 
of the times. But culture is progressive in its nature. 
Higher, still higher is the true educational spirit. Advance 
in methods of instruction, makes new improved text-books 
a necessity. A work devoid of all useless, impracticable 
material, having examples selected with special reference to 
their adaptation to the present wants of active life, making 
written Arithmetic in all its steps intellectual, and keeping 
prominently in view the practical uses of numbers by vari- 
ous applications of a business character, and properly treat- 
ing new topics, such as the Metric System of Weights and 
Measures, which is now legalized and fast becoming popu- 
lar, Annual Interest, Internal Revenue, etc., is what we 
need to keep up with the age and enforce thorough educa- 
tional results. How often du we see the best arithmeti- 
cians of our schools utterly swamped while attempting to 
solve some simple, practical question of every day life. For | 
these reasons we need a less complicated, but more practi- 
cal treatise, and think a change desirable. 

We feel to congratulate our teachers upon the success 
which has attended their efforts in free hand 


MAP DRAWING. 


There is no exercise more sure than this to interest chil- 
dren—none better calculated to impress indelibly upon 
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them the most important lessons in Geography. Let a 
child draw a map of New Hampshire or New England or 
the United States with the chief rivers, lakes, mountains 
and towns, and he will, when the work is done, have a 
more accurate knowledge of the geographical features of 
our country than is possessed “by many a teacher, to say 
nothing of Superintending School Committees. In several 
of our schools, pupils have acquired a facility and accuracy 
in the art worthy of much praise. 

Other branches as Book-keeping, Algebra, History and 
Philosophy have been successfully pursued in some of the 
schools ; districts number five and six having the largest 
number of this class of pupils at the present time. More 
attention should be given to Composition and Elocution ; 
a half day at least every fortnight should be devoted to these 
exercises, and be required of each pupil. 

Composition is. as important as the alphabet, and if chil- 
dren were trained to it from early years, it would be as 
natural for them to write as to talk. 

A short time occasionally devoted to the practice of 


SINGING, 


now so fashionable m all of our city schools, need not in- 
fringe upon other duties, but be beneficial by inducing a 
change and relieving the ennui which so often exists in every © 
school; breaking up the monotony of tedious recitations, 
soothing the petty animosities of children, quieting the ex- 
cited nerves of teachers, and making the school room more 
pleasant to everybody. _ 

We have thus hastily and imperfectly delineated some of 
the excellencies, some of the frailties, some of the wants of 
our schools. 

Let us, as a community, cherish and foster an ever in- 
creasing regard and attachment to our common schools ; be 
circumspect and ever ready to guard and protect them from 
all foes, hidden or otherwise; infuse into them and sustain 
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a healthful moral element that shall act as leaven upon the 
lives and souls of each and all of us, that we may be able to 
transmit this invaluable boon to the future, as untarnished 
and unsullied as we have received it. 

NAMES OF TEACHERS, 


District No. 1.—1st Term. Addie M. Kittredge of Nashua. 


és se 6¢ (| i Eliza A. Thomas of Hudson. 

oe * 6 2.— Both |“ ‘Fannie F. Fuller of Chelsea, Mass. 
as ao °° Linnie F. Butler of Hudson. 

a = a—ist ‘“< M. Abbie Center of Litchfield. 

ae #6 Df via Hattie S. Putnam from Vermont. 
+! *« 5.—Both * Julia A. Bixby of Hudson. 

we *)G--lst <‘ Fannie A. Morrison of Nashua. 
7 oe y's Clara F. Dodge of Francestown., 
vr ae7.—both << Josie M. Melvin of Hudson. 

- =—s.—Ist ‘ Mary B. Titcomb of Windham. 
of ee —-2d = Mary A. Rideout of Hollis. 

he = 9-—ist “* M. C. Kidder of Hudson. 

yi 7 i Susie Clark of Lynn, Mass. 

4) *« 10.—Ist * Hattie S. Putnam from Vermont. 
us “6 6e Od at Minnie A. Ames of Wilton. 


= 


The following are important items not shown in table. 
The whole number of different scholars is 239. ‘The num- 
ber of days of absence as reported is 1,911, or an average of 
8 days to each scholar. It can be readily seen that we are 
losing from this cause $100.00 or 1-13 part of our appro- 
priation ; an item worthy of consideration in these “hard 
times.” Parents! who is responsible ? 


: D. O. SMITH, 
| JAMES EMERY, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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